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To the Parents and State Department Posts:
The Ben Franklin web site (www.bftf.org) is designed to be go-to site for parents to track the institute as it unfolds. You will find with pictures, video, blog entries and news of activities almost daily and there will be news of activities on the website also daily

Wake Forest University is a "closed" environment in the sense that it is hard to leave unless you have a car. In addition, we have a number of mentors that will be living in the dorm with the fellows and will provide oversight. We break the fellows down into small groups and each mentor is responsible for those fellows. I can say that we have not "lost" anyone in the past four years. We all keep a close eye on the fellows as we feel it is our primary responsibility to keep them safe.

Homestay: We have an individual who has been doing this for us for the last four years. Scott Freese spends a lot of time matching up the host families with the fellows. Scott is a minister who's ministry is international students. He has a large number of families in the area that he calls upon and many come back year after year as they love the experience. He tries to place the fellows with families that have a teen about the same age. He tries to also place only one fellow per family; however there are times when he will place one US fellow and an international fellow in one family

